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How much faith do you have in lobbyists (per education level)?

None Poor Average Adequate Very Much
Source: Public Matters poll, performed by TNS NIPO (base: 643 Dutch adults), April 2015



The Dutch context of public affairs



The Dutch context of public affairs

Current situation

No clear regulation
/ definition of 

lobbying
(Lobbyist Register 

of the House of 
Representatives)

Focus on self-
regulation / 

professionalization:  
scientific chair, 

BVPA( 600+), Code 
of conduct 

Attention of:
* Media HIGH
* Public LOW
* Politics HIGH

New initiatives 
focus on 

transparency of 
decision-making 

process



Facts & figures

Source: Transparancy International April 15 2015
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Issues of lobbying in the Netherlands

Volkskrant, March 16 2015



Political events on lobbying regulation

Debates about lobbying
• Debate on the influence of lobbying on decision-making (February 18)

• At the debate on COCO’s & influence of national banks on concept texts 
(February 18) the minister of Finance publicly supported a legislative 
footprint

• A motion of Socialist Party (SP) & Social Democrats (PvdA) for a 
legislative footprint was accepted by Parliament

• Disagreement between government parties

Initiative “Lobby in daylight”
• Announced by Social Democrats as a proposal (2012) to regulate lobbying 

& improve transparency of decision-making

• Proposal is submitted after 3 years! (December 23, 2015)

• Waiting on the reaction of the Government Ministry of Interior (PvdA )



Debate about a legislative footprint and role of lobby

SUPPORTERS (89)

 Social Democrats (PVDA)

 Liberal democrats

 Socialist Party

 Green Left

 Right wing Freedom Party

 Animal Party

 Christian Socialists

 Etc.

AGAINST (61)

 Conservatives (VVD)

 Christian Democrats

 Orthodox Christian

 Elderly Party

 Etc.



HOW

GOAL

Initiative “Lobby in daylight”

 All stakeholders plays a role in a fair influence process and quality of laws and policy.

 An open government and organizing ‘daylight’ are the suggested ‘remedies’, therefore focusing on the 

front (better & more input on decision-making) and the back (to check what happens).

 Suggesting that successful lobbying depends on money and dominance/power

Initiative

Fair influence-
process of law-, 

policy- and 
decision-making

A (more) 
transparent 
consultation 
process for 
influencing 

Lobby paragraph 
(legislative 
footprint)

Improve quality of 
policy by 

organizing input 
from wide circle of 

stakeholders

Open agenda 
cabinet members

A Lobby register



Vision of the BVPA on the initiative

There are no real boundaries for interest groups to influence

There are social and democratic checks and balances  

Incidents shapes the public reputation of public affairs 

The pa-professional benefits from more transparency and integrity

Supports efforts to create an open access and a level playing field 

Supports a lobby paragraph(legislative footprint), lobby register and a transparent consultation process

Transparency measures should also applies to the MP’s  

Benchmark current regulations in foreign countries to map the best practices  

Define clearly what lobbying and a lobbyist is to make lobby register meaningful

What real problem does this initiative addresses and what are the priorities? No clear cases

Some proposals creates a false sense of transparency and checks

Taking into 

account that

Therefore 

the BVPA

Suggestions

& remarks



Closing remarks

The debate about more regulation, a clear definition of lobbyists and transparency is 
ongoing

After reaction of the Ministry of Interior affairs a debate in the Standing committee with the 
initiators will be scheduled

Answer on the questions of standing committee EA on the letter of the Government about 
the execution of the footprint-motion is expected

Unclear what will happen in a new Parliament after the General Elections (March 15, 2017)

The legislative footprint is already implemented by Ministry of Health

BVPA thinks professionalism, enforcement of transparency rules & behavior should also 
come proactively from the sector (self-regulation), without accepting ineffective regulations. 
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Overall trends in politics and public affairs  

Knowledge of MP’s under stress because of fragmentation of the Parliament

More and more debates about regulation after ratification and about implementation (what does this mean for 
focus lobby?)

Political influence/role of the Senate is growing

Quest for more transparency policy and decision-making (increase participation of civilians)

Lobby & PR by the Government

Focus on flexible coalitions on individual issues

Growing demand for public affairs support in all sectors

Growing demand for pa development: multidisciplinary instruments & focus of stakeholders (all-service) 



Ethics and transparency 



Extra facts & figures 

Source: Public Matters poll, performed by TNS NIPO (base: 643 Dutch adults), April 2015
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WHEN SHOULD A FORMER POLIT ICANS BE 
ABLE TO WORK AS LOBBYISTS?
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None low Average Adequate Very much



Extra facts & figures
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Concrete proposed actions in the (pvda) Initiative

Initiative “Lobby in Daylight

Government

(more) 
Transparent
consultation

-process

Lobby 
paragraph in 

laws & 
policy-

proposals

Open 
agenda 
cabinet 

members

Cooldown 
period for 
cabinet 

members

Transparent  
decisions of 
supervisory 

bodies

Parliament

Open & 
transparent 

about 
interests

Create more 
input 

opportunitie
s for 

stakeholder
s 

Open 
procedure 

political 
decision-
making

Even 
access for 

all 
influencers 

& 
transparenc
y lobbyists

Political 
parties

Lobby 
paragraph 
election 

programs

Lobbyists

No closed 
lobby 

register 
(EU)



A ‘Dutch’ initiative: Network of EP’s for transparency

 September 2 2014 first meeting in dialogue with NGO’s

 On May 2 2016 a Plaque offered to EC vice-president Timmermans by a member of 

European Parliament (SP) Dennis de Jong (chairman of network for transparent EP)(May 2) 

with the words of activist Michael Moore: 

‘Openness, transparency; these are among the few weapons the citizenry has to protect itself 

from the powerful and the corrupt.’

 Same as the EP Secretary General in 

February 2016 already pledged to promote

an transparent law-making process.

 They stating: “A Transparency register will only work when both EP and EC will be 

transparent about who tried to influence them in the law-making process. That’s the only 

way ‘we’ can check the information lobbyists put in the Transparency register”


