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PUBLIC AFFAIRS COMMUNITY OF EUROPE (P.A.C.E.)
Press release
5th Annual PACE meeting | Vienna, Austria

Thursday May 7 & Friday May 8, 2015
Transparency and regulation in lobbying: these are the topics that lobbyists’ national associations coming from all around Europe discussed in their fifth conference that took place in Vienna on May 7th and 8th, 2015. 
The meeting was promoted by the Public Affairs Community of Europe (P.A.C.E.), the only platform gathering national organizations of European public affairs professionals and lobbyists. The Austrian Public Affairs Association (OePAV) hosted this year’s meeting, which gathered representatives from national associations from 16 European countries, as well as speakers from the OECD, Transparency International, and Brussels-located organizations (SEAP, EPACA).
P.A.C.E. members actively spoke about the misbalanced criticism on lobbying while a political discussion about how a modern and open democracy works should be established. Furthermore, EU-member countries should take the European Joint Transparency Register as a blue-print for potential national lobbying-regulations and promote balanced guidelines for national regulations and good practices. 
The ambition of P.A.C.E. is to encourage a public debate about this activity that, if carried out professionally and under fair and clear rules, can guarantee the democratic participation of stakeholders and of society in the decision-making in general. At European, national and regional level, Lobbying is a professional service necessary to accompany political decision making processes.
About P.A.C.E. 
The Public Affairs Community of Europe, is since 2011 the only network enabling permanent consultation between the professional associations of Public Affairs in Europe, promoting the comparison of the different experiences in carrying out interests’ representation at national level towards public institutions.  The aim of PACE is to provide support to European professionals, in order to promote a more transparent framework where all lobbyists, with their duties and rights, are equally treated. Previous Conferences where held in Rome (Il Chiostro – 2011), Madrid (A.P.R.I. - 2012), in Paris (A.F.C.L. - 2013) and in Berlin (DE’GE’POL - 2014).
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